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SECTION 1-Summary 
The campus of the Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research (SFBR) in San Antonio, 
TX is a natural choice as a site for the National Bio- and Agro-defense Facility (NBAF). 
Three partner institutions with existing scientific collaborations: SFBR, the University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio (UTHSCSA), and the University of Texas at 
San Antonio (UTSA), form a consortium with both strength and breadth of research 
capabilities and infrastructure. With multiple BSL-3 labs, including a non-human primate 
BSL-3 lab, and an operational BSL-4 lab that will accommodate animal studies, our 
experience and expertise in research requiring high levels of bio-containment is 
unparalleled in the country. In addition to the main consortium partners, there are a number 
of non-profit, for profit industry, governmental, and military assets that enrich the scientific 
environment as well as contribute to the overall infrastructure required by the NBAF 
missions. 

San Antonio's total biomedical industry sector currently exceeds $14B in annual direct 
economic impact (excluding multipliers) and accounts for over 100,000 jobs. This 
substantial bioscience infrastructure can easily support the NBAF program. San Antonio's 
twelve colleges and universities, including the consortium partners, produce graduates with 
the wide-range of skills needed for today's modern workforce, including the most complex 
and highest level of biomedical science degrees and experience. 

The SFBR campus site will offer up to 70 acres in a highly secured location for NBAF 
activities. The site has immediate direct access to the Interstate Highway system, the San 
Antonio International Airport, the shared runways of Lackland Air Force Base and 
KellyUSA, and major railheads. Because SFBR's current level of scientific activities, 
including BSL-3 and -4 projects, amount to over $45M annually, there is outstanding 
intellectual and infrastructure capacity to support NBAF at the site. This includes proximity 
to 400 current employees, including 70 at the doctoral level. NBAF would be entirely 
compatible with existing environmental conditions and there is additional utility capacity at 
the site. The existing bio-containment facilities of SFBR as well as the consortium partners 
were designed and built by local architectural and construction companies, which are 
therefore highly experienced in the field. 

The governments and citizens of the City of San Antonio and Bexar County have supported 
existing bio-containment laboratories and pledge to support the current NBAF proposal, as 
detailed in the attached letters of support. The community and local media acceptance of 
existing programs also continues to be highly supportive and city and county government 
have agreed to work with the consortium to maintain this acceptance. Furthermore, San 
Antonio has a proud and distinguished performance record with sensitive government 
projects of all kinds. 

Clearly, the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility will be a national treasure that would 
easily be incorporated into San Antonio's wide array of scientific and Federal organizations. 
It would be embraced by the people of this great city. 








































