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SECTION 1-Summary 

San Antonio is a city of science and health. It is ideally suited to host and support the 

National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility. The eighth largest city in the country, Sari Antonio 
is a safe, secure and scientifically-capable city with a multi-billion dollar bioscience industry 

employing over 10,000 scientists and support personnel. It has a low-threat profile, safe 

from adverse elements of winter weather and other natural disasters. 

San Antonio's low cost of living and construction costs 10-15% below the national average, 

its ample, affordable housing is complemented by its rapidly growing and diverse economy 

from manufacturing, telecommunications, healthcare and bioscience, to tourism, financial 

services, education, government services, construction and it serves as the transportation 

hub for the south central United States, especially for NAFTA-related trade. San Antonio's 

. international airport is served by sixteen airlines. The city also has a secure, federally 

controlled airfield at Lackland Air Force BaselKelly USA which can handle the .largest 

aircraft and is serviced by two railheads. Often called "Military City USA, San Antonio has 

a large and very experienced military retired community, two of the Federal government's 

largest academic research hospitals, and large Air Force and Army bioscience research 

organizations, including the Department of Defense world-wide influenza virus surveillance 

program which receives specimens on a timely basis from across the globe. Its twelve 

colleges and universities produce the wide-range of skills needed for today's modern 

workforce, including the most complex and highest level of biomedical science degrees 

and experience. 

The Greater San Antonio area has a variety of veterinary organizations with over 80 

specialty board certified veterinarians in Laboratory Animal Medicine, Veterinary 

Preventive Medicine, or Veterinary Pathology, It is widely-respected as one of the most 

prepared cities in the country, San Antonio's bioscience industry is anchored by The 

University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, one of the nation's largest and 

most comprehensive health science universities, the Southwest Foundation for Biomedical 

Research, which has the nation's only privately operated BSL-4 laboratory, and is one of 
the few National Primate Research Centers, and The University of Texas at San Antonio, 

rapidly growing to a Tier One research university status. These three institutions constitute 






































